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Auxit felecitatum imperii Nervt — | 3 
ke votir Securitas publica, ſed ipfius fiduciam : — 
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' © RIGHT HONOURABLE 
MARQUIS CORNWALLIS, 


ans. 4 


TESTIMONY OF ESTEEM 
| FOR Ris ; ES 
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE VIRTUES, © 


AND OF 


» : _ 


Gratitude for the Friendſhi p with which the Author 
| has been honoured by him, 


THIS PAMPHLET JS INSCRgneD, © 
By his abliged, . 1 
THOMAS LAW. 
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tte Public, and Which has been . 
adopted by Government, was once /- 
_ Expoſed to doubts, difficulties, and 2 


every new experiment, and habit in- 


| Thoſe, therefore, who hazard Alter- 2 A. 
ations, muſt have a firm conviction 4, tea 


of their feaſibility, to ſupport them MT a. 
_ againſt the prejudices of - cuſtom, 
and the imputations of ſpeculation. „ 
The plan which is now preſented to ale & i 
| 


1 . 


„ „ ws + Py 6 


| Pavpanc CE ears a miſtruſt of 5 


ftills a partiality for ald ſyſtems, 2 2 


3 eee 
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diſapprobation. In England, as well | 1 
as in Aſia, it metwith conſiderableop- — 
poſition, and like every novelty, was 
pee e and unfounded... 


1 * 1 
truth or fallacy of every experiment, 


has at length given the ſanction of 
experienced practicability, and con- 
ferred a ſolid reputation upon the 
Mocurrery ſyſtem. The pleaſure 
which I have received from its ſuc- 
ceeſ˖s, can only be conceived and felt 
by thoſe, who, in ſimilar ſituations, 
have made an important experiment, 
upon which not only their own te⸗ 
putation, but the proſperity of theit 
own country, and the happineſs of 
five-and-rwenty millions depended, | 
Though this plan, which'I had the 


buoondcur of recommending to Lord 


Cornwallis, has been adopted by the 
Board of Control, and carried into 
execution; yet as Mr, Prinſeps tak 
thought proper to re<publiſh thoſe 
letters, Which appeared in the Morn- 
ing Chronicle of * 1 feel i it in- 

TT de 
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bs vii 1 7 
cumbent upon me to juſtify a meds 
ſure, which he appears to have miſ- 


| underſtood. I am alſo induced to 
publiſh this reply, from a viſh to 


do juſtice to that part of Lord Corn 


wallis's character, which is leaſt 
known, though not leaſt deſerving 
of admiration. Let future hiſtorians 


0 repreſent him as the preſerver of our 
Afian territories, and the conqueror - 


of Tippoo Saib: be it my taſk to 
deſcribe him in the leſs ftriking, 
but not leſs uſeful, office of a hu- / 
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mane and judicious Legiſlator. And . C A. 


no one can be more capable of doing 
Juſtice to this part of his Lordſhip $ 


character than myſelf: as I had a 
long correſpondence with him on 


the ſubject, was honoured with his 


Swen and was em n by 
him 
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bim i in putting that plan into exe: . 
cution, which will for ever render 


his Adminiſtration a bleſſing to the 
natives of INDIA; © eos, 
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IN order to render the fubf 
to Europeans as well as Aſiatics, I ſhall ex= 


quence of an order from the Company) 3 8 
advertiſe for the revenues of a diſtrict, an d A. 
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ect intelligible 


former tenure of lands in Ben 
e juſtice and policy of thoſe 
alterations which were recommended by - | 
me, and adopted Ford Cornwallis, / The 
uſage in Bengal and Bahar, was (in conſe- 


| . 
3 the beſt propoſal was received. The per- 


pay by monthly inſtalments a certain re- 
venue, was not always the Zemindar of the 
7 Pendle, and was termed the Aumil. He 


| — 70 e, Teiig engaged to pay over ar and above his revenue 
to Government, alt eſtabliſhments, to pre- 


r 
* 


7 7 repair roads, &c &c. Formerly, t the Zemin- 
dars, Iike feodal dal lairds, uſed to pay a certain 
tribute to the ſovereign; but as the Com- 


Lebe, 2244 . eftates; ; they were put up to farm b. by auction, 
whereby the competition of needy and ad- 
venturing Aumils was introduced, and with 
them oppreſſion and extortions of every na⸗ 
ture. Whenever the perſon who engaged 
with Government, prefered the offers of 
Ce, e " _— (under-renters) to thoſe of the 


5 


ſon who engaged for one or more years, to 


vent robberies, to preſerve the Zemindary | 


4 Bide of. F any wiſhed to obtain the utmoſt oft from their 


8 os Zemindars, he was wy 


Gn rights, and not to.oppreſs the Ryots, and to 


—4.. 


* * A ſugar canes were taxed at ſo much per : 


: — diſtrict he had fartned contained, and 


15 lected. Some villages payed revenue to 


; ſome were allotted 1 to the Zemindars i in n neu 


to compenſate thoſe excluded, by allowing | 
thema proprietary ſhare, termed Maliconneb. 


Thoſe who under-rented of the Aumil, 
gave pottahs or leaſes to the Ryots, but as 


Government too often made its Eugage⸗ 
ments after the crops were ſown, the Au- 
mils, or under renters then demanded more 
than the Ryot could afford to give, and in 
that caſe, the rice crops were divided, and 


acre, upon the average of former years, 
The, Aumil after engaging with the Huz- 
200r, or with the European colleQor, went 
into the country, and ſummoned the Ca- 
nongoes to ſhew what number of villages 


in what manner his predeceſſors had col- 


Government, others were tax free, and 


of " Maljeonneh, py 


| K 


From this brief ſtatement of the farming 
. Uſtem: it is ſufficiently evident, that no 


2 A plan could have been deviſed more impoli- 
tie, or prejudicial, From the Aumil to 
the Ryot, there was no ſecurity i in their 
ö property; the Aumil oppreſſed the Zemin- 
| 6 $5 aa tar, the Zemindar oppreſſed - the. Ryot, 
Ty | who without any means of redreſs, really 
© NELLY ſuffered thoſe hardſhips, which Mr. Prin- 


” R 


ſeps complains that he is now ſubje& to, 

And thus while there was no ſecurity to 

the poſſeſſors, induſtry and exertion were 

without a ſtimulus or reward; the coun- | 

try was leſs cultivated, and the revenues ; 
| of the Eaft-India Company Pee, con 
8 ſaderable diminution. | | 
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bo: 18 was 2 1 * AE of ries * 
- of this ſyſtem, that encauraged me to per- 
247 z ſevere. for the attainment of a better, and 
i happily for thoſe in whoſe cauſe I pleaded, 


Lord Cornwallis attended to and adopted 


— 


FT Lat - 
my. plan, in 88 to every Member of 4 F642 
the Council, and has ſecured the happineſs 
of the Afatics, by the wiſeſt regulations. 


I went not on, ur urged by zeal alone, with 25 of / / „ 
cout having entered into the minutiz of the 


— 


whole ſyſtem. I tranflated numberleſs 
Canongoey papers, and Ryot s accounts, 
and every one ſhewed me that the Ryot \ 
always ended the year in debt, and that he 5 | 
was often obliged to {ell his plough and 4 A 44 P 
| cattle®; I began therefore the experiment of 4. 
the Mocurrery ſettlement in a few Pergan- 
nahs, and had the ſatisfaction of finding 3 
that it ſucceeded even beyond my expecta- L 9 « al 
tion. From all my inveſtigations, J found 2 E 
the Zemindars, Proprietors of the land; 1 N 
if however, they had not d not been Proprietors, 7 
it would in my opinion ion have been adviſable A . 
70. eſtabliſh u landholders. << becauſe, of all T7 Try 2 
of e eee there is 9 e. Ad. 2 4 
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3 * upon it „ . 
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«© which labors more under its own weight, 
„than that wherein the Prince declares 


4 himſelf Proprietor of all the land, and | 


on heir to _ his ns” Tt, 
The baſis of all improvement being the 
ſecurity of property, the land tax is there- 


! VA 2 fore fixed for ever with every Pro oprietor = 


7 2 the ſoil. The Collector on the part of Go- 


vernment cannot now varythe land tax adli. 


Mam, by putting increaſed demands upon | 


improvedeſtates, and by grantin 8 deductions 

others which decline, or in other words, 
1 cannot puniſh induſtry, and reward 
„ The amount to be paid 
by each village is upon record, and every 


native has an appeal even from an European | 


Collector to a Judge upon the ſpot. Here- 


tofore the offices of Collector and Jud: 85 
were veſted in the ſame perſon, and his au- 

thority was extended to ſpots five hundred 
miles diſtant from him, although theſe 


places 


* : 


E 
places were not perhaps a mile from the 
court of another Collector. All theſe re- 


— — — OR” 


mote territories were of courſe beyond con- 
trol, and proved an aflylum to robbers, 


whilſt the Ryots were at too great 4 diſ- 
tance to obtain redreſs.— See A ppendix (B.) 


| In reſpect to the Ryots, the Zemindars Lee 4k 
are required to enter into explicit engage- Ay / 7 3 is | 
ments with them, and the vague term, 


Cuſtomary ceſſes, which uſed to be 


WITS in their leaſes, 1s now prohibited. 
So far from the Ryots being at the mercy 


of the Zemindar, they are now totally in- 
dependent of him, and refuſe to cultivate 
upon the old terms of paying ſo much for 2 
cotton, ſugar, &c., excluſive of indefinite 
ceſſes. Give me, ſays the Ryot,” a cer- 
tain number of acres for a certain number 4 —— 
| of years, and 1 will pay {yo an annual ſum — 
by a written agreement” I ſhall then be at 


liberty to conſult my own intereſt in culti- 
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„ 
vating the moſt productive articles, unim- 
tions and loſſes. If you do not. accept of 
bours very advantageous, and to them will 


PEO under pretence of balances, nor dare you 


hand to give me redreſs. He will not 
liſten to your former arguments, that you 
cannot collect your revenues unleſs ſup- 


| a commiſſi ion, and perhaps be removed on 
! 6 4 . account of balances. You cannot now 
| *. bring Canongoes to give any ſtatements. 


1 . "WES * 1; 

e. a agreeable t to you, becauſe they relied upon 
2. 374 7 ou for payment of their flaries, and for” 
Avis. Tou cannot now get * Duf- 
. S N | tuck. 

7 „ Dol 2 
| * The perſons damned by = Duſk from ti 
| European 

if 
* iy” OP - 2 3 EW 3 5 b * 


9 - I go: You cannot get me brought back 


ar® 


peded by valuations, unharaſſed by expen- 
five attendances, and uninjured by extor⸗ 5 


my terms, I have offers from your neigh- i 


ellen me. I have an independent Judge 5 


85 | | ported, and that if you cannot liquidate the 
| 1 revenue, that he will loſe his ſhare of the | 


1 


tucks upon me Under frivolous complaints, 


/ ” 


and A thus ruin me. You cannot now ſcourge. 


me for pretended balances: You cannot 


now ſtop the tranſport of my grain, ſugar, 
cotton, &c., as the Sayr duties are aboliſh- 
ed. In ſhort, T am at liberty to employ, 


my ſtock in cattle and ploughs to the: beſt 


8 advantage, and you are at liberty to make! 


the b beſt k bargain for the ſoit. The Gorern- 


ment cannot t encroach . 8 you ; nor can 


you upon me, every thing indefinite i is: an- 


nulled— We have only to purſue 4 our own _ 


intereſt, which is the brimun mobile of every 
exertion, and to beware of violating the 
rights of others, and the engagements we 
European collector, or the Zemindar were obliged to 
pay wages to the Hircarrahs or Bailiffs, who were 


ſometimes multiplied upon them, till they extorted 
compliance : having been a witneſs of this evil, I re- 


preſented it to the Revenue Board, and obtafned its abo- 
lition. Since this regulation, the Rolls of the Court 


have not been filled with cruel and falſe complaints, and 
if'this were all which had been effected for the . 
it would ao been a gr a 5 reat boon for them. TE 


4 90 84 2 


| D 5 enter 9 0 
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enter into, leſt the law ſhould puniſh us.“ 
Such is the language now held by the 
Ryots, who are emancipated from the 
power of the Zemindars, inſtead of being 5 
at their mercy. They ſtand entirely upon 
the footing of an Engliſh cultivator or far- 
mer. The bailiffs, appraiſers, and ſuper- 

_ Intendants are the only men who complain, 
for they have loſt their trade, and inſtead 
of preying upon the induſtrious, muſt them- 
ſelves take to the loom or the plough. 


Mr. Prinſeps, in his letter to Mr. Wil- 
berforce, has compared the R yot to the ne- 
gro ſlave in the Weſt Indies, and has even 
given the preference to the ſituation of the 
latter; but as his reaſoning proceeds upon 
the ſuppoſi tion of the Ryots' being ſub- 
jected * ever to arbitrary and undefined 
claims,” I ſhall only obſerve, that he is 
miſtaken in his facts, and that the Ryot is © BE 
liberty to make what agreement he pleaſes; | 


2 leach 1 


1 
that the cuſtomary ceſſes are done away for 
ever; and that he is in every reſpeQ as fre: \ 
as the cultivators of Great Britain. Lord ©, 15 W | 
Cornwallis would have been no more juſti- 
"fied in depriving the Zemindars of their 8 th 
property, and giving the poſſeſſion of the Hera - 


land to the Ryot, than our Government 
would be, in diſpoſſeſſing the landlords of S% 
their, inheri By in favour of the tenan 3 
The policy 05 this e is no les . 
ſtriking than its juſtice. The certaiuty of 
what each individual ought to pay, is in 
taxation a matter of ſuch great importance, . 
that a conſiderable degree of inequality is — 
not ſo great an evil, as a ſmall degree of ß 
uncertainty *. Government therefore began 
its new ſyſtem, by limiting its own de- 
mands, and eſtabliſhing a land tax with each each 
. and by We all feudal 
* . a Smith, 


; we oe ee PE, 


1381 f 
7 taxes and tributes, for which the Zemindar 
/ A Bein a compenſation.——The benefits 


th, Which followed from theſe regulations, may 
. be deduced under theſe as heads: 


1122 emmadary 8 g 


„ / a / a 
3F% Fe 2 1088 Cornwallis, upon his arrival, found 


a that a haſty deciſion of the Revenue Board 
bag annulled the rights of the Proprietors, 
although ſa fanQtioned by the Company from 

4 © £4 72 firſt moment of their pallellion. * The 

8 2 Zemindars were all complaining of the in- 

2 * Wr juſtice; and thoſe who had purchaſed the 

1, Oe required the return of the E money. 
. His Lordſhip did 8 adopt the language of 

n one of the Members, that to petition at that 

/ = RE period was to. diſobey ; but he minutely 

inveſtigated their rights, and the Court of 


40 45 Direors, in the ſtrongeſt terms, con- 
| 85 demned the levity with which the heredi- 


© tary Kahler, had been declared merely 
1 i officers, L 
A 4 : 
q * 3 
| ps * . * 3 
” *. + 
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| _pfficers. "Rajah Mitterjeet Sing, a Zemiu- 
dar in my diſtrict, whoſe father and grand- 
father were murdered by Coſſim Ally for 
aſſiſting the Britiſh Government, ſucceeded 
to thouſands of troops, to fortifications, and 
all the ſplendor: of a feudatory Chief; but 
when I was appointed to the diſtrict, I 


found an. out- bidding farmer in poſſeſſion 
of his country, who was of the loweſt ori- 
gin, unable to write or read, and notoriouſly 2 
profligate. That young Zemindar is nos 
in poſſeſſion of his eſtate, is building houſes, 2 — 
making roads, and extending cultivation. 

8 1 F. wy 


Lord Cornwallis reſtored — eſtates to all * 


| | the Zemindars. 1 . is ll 


2 
» U. Z gan Furs JaiZtions, 


T be es heretofore enforced or⸗ 
deal trials, which were in general by put- 
ting the hand into burning oll, or into a pot 
n ning a moſt venemous ſnake. 1 


14 ] N 
collected marriage fees, impoſed fines, and 
levied tolls, ad libitum. Theſe prerogatives, . 
fo mjurious to Ryots, Kc. are now aboliſhj - 

F and thus is ſtopped the ſource of infi- ; 
nite miſery and oppreſſion. For particulars, 8 
ſee the Appendix (C). ? 
III. Fluctuating Land Tar. 8 ſt 
The Zemindars, under pretence of their 
ſecreting the reſources, were deemed an | 
injurious claſs, and were often forced into 4 7 
rebellion by the extortions of high-bidding {( 
| > + —— who ſeized their houſes, goods, 
and chattels, and often ſold their eſtates, 
Theſe temporary Aumils neither repaired 
reſervoirs nor roads; neither planted trees | 
nor dug wells To mort, Tat ane b 
induſtry attempted improvement, it was 
nipped by rapacity. This deſtructive items 
is now aboliſhed, and the Zemindars have. 
x fixed land tax, 5 
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IV. Tue Ryots' Condition. 
The uncertainty | which the Zemindars 
experieuced, was felt by the Ryots. It was 


aſcertained, that even if a leaſe were given 


to them by an Aumul, that it was always AD Laxct - 


infringed under ſome ſpecious pretence. 


iy 


Lord Cornwallis therefore de puted Mr. 


Harrington to Seroopore, and ſearched to 


the bottom of the ſubject. He had exa- 
mined the meaſures purſued in Midnapore, 


and lamented the evil and uncertainties of 4 1 
minute ſcrutinies and meaſurements. The IR 


principle was to beſtow as much as s poſlible, 
and to take away as little. The Ryots are 
now independent men; they cannot be 
forced to cultivate ; they are not liable to 


confinement or corporal puniſhment at the el hed wa 


will. and diſcretion of a farmer. They are 


not expoſed to indefinite claims and ceſſes; 


: ys engage for a ChE" ſum and a certain 
3 | X number 
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{ 16 
7 aber of years, inſtead of yearly, as M1 


fore, and their e are recorded. 


3 57 21 2 9. „And, which ſeems n not to have been noticed 
by Mr. Prinſeps, if any of them have copy- 
hold or freehold rights, the Courngf Jaltice 
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wall co confirm | them. 
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V. The Owners of Rent. free Lands,” 2 


. „ 4 
e | 3 —— — —— — 
4 


They are not now expoſed to the en- 
croachments of Zemindars and Farmers ; 
they are not obnoxious to their interference, 
but may cut down their harveſt when ripe. 
They are not liable to ſcrutinies of their 

es by a Collector or a Delegate from Go- 
verument, in whoſe character was com- 
bined that of proſecutor and Judge; but 
they are independent, anſwerable only to a 
plaintiff, whether it be the Company or an 
individual, before a Judge, from whom ; 
there lies an * — For ens ſee 
Appendix (B). | 3 


VI : The 45 


* 
Hu 


cured from any augmentation by forged 


vi. 7 * Pen ſoners of the Siule. | 
5 7 . ME . 

7 beſe receive their NO from EW 1 
Collector, and can no longer complain, as 
they did before, that the Aumils - refuſed 
| payment, or that they loſt their Pittances 


when the Aumil abſconded, or Was in con- 
finement, | The blind, the lame, and the 


? 


old are now fure of enjoying their penſions 3 _ , 
and, on the other hand, Government 1 is ſes a 


VI I. The C riminul Yor jim. 


Lord Comwallis fas aboliſhed torture * * 
of every kind; he has eſtabliſhed Courts of - 
Circuit; 3 


» Condemned 1 uſed to as 
- upon wood, with a ſharp point, which ſometimes did 
not penetrate a mortal part, and they therefore ſur- 
vireg: many hours in torture. 1 remember an order, 
W D | from 


* , — 
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Circuit ; he has taken from every claſs of 
landholders the privilege, of keeping eſtab- 
+: liſhments to preſerve the police, for theſe 
were frequently the very plunderers and 
: murderers who infeſted the country. He 
found that the juriſdictions of the Collectors 
and Judges were intermixed and confuſed, 
which was productive of many prejudicial 
effects, and therefore ordered that the limits 
of every diſtrict ſhould be properly defined, 
and that a Court of Juſtice and a jai il ſhould © 
be erected \ on a central ſpot in each diſtrict. 


vn. The Co ourts of, Tuftice. 


Lor dCornwallis at firſt re- united all the 
Dewanny Courts, which had been ſeparated. 


from the native Foujedar, for ſome robhers to loſe 
their left hands and right feet; moſt of them died, 
after much ſuffering; a few, however, were preſerved . 
by the humane and {kilful exertions of the IT * 
* * was called in too _ to ſave the reſt. 


from 


9 


but he is amenable to a diſtinct Court, if e 


invaſion of their property. Confidence is A f 


there are 1480 Fa AN og which in 17 7 76, 


| were in a worſe condition than in 1 764. At 3 


ever muſt be the neceſlary conſequences, i. 
where property is inſecure; for how can 


e of defrauding Government, and 


t ] 1 
from the Collectorſhips; but after | three 
years local knowledge, the Courts of Juſtice I 
were finally ſeparated. The Collector aas « MY 


power to diſtrain for arrears of revenucc, 


he ſhould abuſe his truſt, This Court i is 
the palladium, which ſhields the proprietor, 
the cultivator, and the merchant from all 


ſecured, and I excited. . fa 2 


; Reſerwiirs and Repairs. * * 4 / 


Mr. Dalrywple 1 that in the”: 
Company's Jaghire on the Coromandel coaſt, 


the fame time the annual taxes collected for ü 


their repair were very conſiderable; ; and ſuch 


a country flouriſh, where every one has an 


N of 


"2 ( # } 


of oppreſſing the tenants, and where no 


one has a permanent intereſt in improve- 
ment? Hence aroſe the neceſſity of a re- 
2277 PT. miſſion of tributes, which the Zemindars 

— incapable o of paying, and which occa- 
74.— ſioned great defalcations in the Com pany's 


revenues: : their records were full of fail - 
— 


ures, and at one time they remitted a crore 
of rupees, under the head of irrecoverable 
| balances. * The repair of the water courſes 


* 


and reſervoirs is of the utmoſt conſequence, 
1 and the neglect of it has even brought on 
1 a famine in the land. In the N orthern Cir- 
cars one half of the wretched inhabitants 

| periſhed by a famine, which a proper atten- 
tion to the reſervoirs would have prevented, 
The neceſſity of keeping up theſe reſer- ; 
© voirs is not obvious and ſtriking to us, who 
Ive in aclimate which is not ſubject to ſuch 
Jong-continued droughts as prevail in the 
Eaſt-Indies. After a long intermiſſion of 
| in, it at e deſcends in torrents, 


which, 


1 — * 3 LEO _—_ 94 4 


11 
which, unleſs kept in and contaiged in the 
reſervoirs, deluges the country, thus what 
with proper care would have fed and im- 


- proved the crop, now lays it waſte, and, þ 
where nothing is reaped by the F armer, a 
2 


| nothing can be paid to the Collectors. |” 
| What the effects of the Mocurrery ſettle- 
ment have been, in the Pergunnahs where 

I made the firſt trial of it, even after a mur - 

rain of the cattle, and in the moſt unſovora- | 4 
ble ſeaſon, the following extract from the | "HE | | b 
Bengal revenue letter, March 6, 1793. | | 
affords the moſt pleaſing and convincing HE 


teſtimonies ; > 


| 66 We have not made any alteration in the 
Mocurrery ſettlement concluded by Mr. L-. 
0 in the four Pergunnabs in the colleftorfhip * ; {4 \# 
; of Bahar Proper, alluded to in your leiter, 93 

8 | excepting that the abolition of the Sayer ; 
| 5 1175 internal duties, and the - regulations f 
* ww/ich have 105 eaſed reſpeGing the 52 3 


* and other points connected with the gene- 
4 rg] Plan of ſettlement, have been extended 
© 7o the proprietors and poſſeſſors of the land, 
& and to the Ryots throughout the country. 
„e ſhall. announce to the holders of the 
« lands in theſe Pergunnahs, that you have 
& been pleaſed to declare their tenures perpe- 
4. zual, provided. they continue to diſcharge 
Ihe ſtipulated revenue, and we doubt not 
* that this declaration will animate them 10 
e berſevere in the exertions which they have 
made to bring their lands into a flouriſhing 
© ſtate of cultivation, under the diſcouraging 
4 circumſtances of three ſucceſſive ſeaſons of 
4c drought, in a part of the country in which 5 
44 the foil is in general dry and unproductive. 
The effects of the Mocurrery plan have 
here been put to the proof, and in a moſt 
trying ſeaſon, and if in this infant ſtate, and 


be: under fuch circumſtances, no failure has 


05 — e been experienced, we may 1 reſt in the plea- : 


| "i . a ling erm "nat its 8 05 effects will 
N + e 


Ld 
. - 


: 738 1. . 
not difappolit the wiſhes of its "warmeſt _ 


advocates. An increaſed revenue in Bengal 
of 7 400,000 per annum, is acknowledged 


by Mr. Dundas to have been realized by u. - 


the Company; and the letters of Sir J. "A 
Shore, who at firſt entertained not the AA 


CM moſt favorable Opinion of to” Plan, give \ 


us every reaſon to expect a continuance of 
the preſent proſperity. The patriot 1 
fore may rejoice in the proſpect of a 4 
riſhing commerce, and of riſir ing reſources 
in the Eaſt, and may alſo e enjoy the ſatis- 4 


faction of reflectin g that they are not wreſt- . 


ed by the hand of extortion from the 1a la- 
_bors of the poor, | but that their proſperity 


= increaſes with the increaſe of the revenue, 


615 Such i is th 5 wi I had the honor 
of recommending, and theſe the regula- 
tions which were adopted. Mr. Prinſeps, 
however, condemns them, and let us now 
conſider ſome of the arguments, by which 
Re | | he 


Fl 24 1 
he ſupports his opinion. He terms the 
Ryots frecholders, becauſe the R yots hed | 
| perpetual leaſes in the environs of Calcutta, 

and in the 24 Pergunnahs, the Zemindary 


of which was given to the Company, and 
Cot who. alſo, ated as ſovereigns. | It is, how- 
* , ever, a curious fact, that Part of the 24 
7 a 8 A | Pergunnahs v was reſtored to the former frec- 


holders or Zemindars by the . Company, 
5 from a conſciouſneſs of the injuſtice done 
by diſpoſſeſing them. I December 1776, 
Mr. Haſtings humanly Writes as follows : 4 
* 'T he 24 Pergunnahs are at preſent the 
4 TZemindary of the Company, by the dife 
66 * poſe Mon of tbe kgal Proprietors, whoſe 


Bard caſe. T have long ſince recom A 


might be pleaded as an example to prove the 
cuſtom; but te power and right are 
not {ynovimon Sg: : "ys eee, 


« to the Company.” 5 The Mogul Govethi® . | 
ment was guilty of an injuſtice; and this 
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ment, _ All the inquiries which I made on / 


petuity for all the lands in their Zeminda- 2 
ries. And this they did, becauſe they were Ro 48 2 
q both Zemindars and ſovereigns ; ; but a Ze- 4 pen ne 


ating land tax, and increaſing demands. 
e and at any rate not valid beyond 42 


— RR. 


| prietor of the ſoil; but this Mr. a 
e and terms him an der. 


L 25 1 | 

Mr. Prinſeps has. made ſome confuſion = 2.0 a 
and obſcurity i in his letters, by conſidering. 
a Pottah as ſometimes implying ſimply a 
a leaſe, and ſometimes a perpetual tenure: 
The fact is, that when the Company obtain - 
ed the Zemindary of Calcutta, they order- 
ed a meaſurement, and gave Pottah in per- 


mindar in the country had not the ſame 2 — | 
power, becauſe he was expoſed to a flutu- 9 | N 5 F 


The Fhe leaſes, therefore, which he gave wet were „, | 5 1 


. 


the term of his engagements with Govern- _ fr 4 
8 nates ue 2 de ans % 


the the fubje&t, convinced me that the Zemin- [hl SHES: 1 
dar has always been acknowledged: Pro- Fm 3 


3 
o * * 
% 
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My own opinion is, that in his double 
capacity of owner of the ſail and preſerver 
of the police, he ated both as proprietor 
and as officer. The King could demand of 


him what portion he choſe of his: eſtate, or 
he could remove him if he was diſaffected, 


[ALY or if he neglected his duty, and in that 
— \ caſe, the King allowed him lands in lieu of 
. Ages his portion, as Proprietor "of the ſoil. For- 
by 5 merly the Lairds in Scotland, PN Barons i 4B 


SRO”: ©» England, were obliged-$0-join che handing | 
0 their ſovereign, in times of war, and 
were cumpelled to pay tribute, and they 
exerciſed the power of impoſing fines, . - 
and held Courts of Juſtice ; but theſ⸗ ir 
jurious rights have been taken AWays + Ye and 
the proprietary 2 remain, The. "Is pas 
been done in Aſia. 

Whether the Lamninder] is called rn 
or Officer, is of little moment, if we £0 
\ define his rights. A roſe, were it . 


d a roſe, would ſmell as 7 "i as 
| Y a4 — 0 „ 8. 2 


x; 1 OY * 
* 


2 


| [7 7; 
By two caſes Which came under my own 
notice in Serris Cotbrtibi; I will ſhew the 
idea of the Hindoo Zemitidar, aud the Ha 
Mufſulmah Ultumgadar aid Taghifedari 
and by a fimple ſtatement of facts, hope to | 
. throw one nt tay of light (phys the ſubz. Ss 
ſubject. | 5 | | | 4 


The firſt eaſe is as follows : 


Nabob Puckeruddowlah, by his inſiuence ©, ,, 2. 
at Delhi, obtained a Royal Sunnud, grant- n Re 
| 3 Ultumgaw, the villiges bf a il! 
B Temindar. When he wetit to take poſſeſ⸗ 

2 fob, the Zemindar᷑ aſſetbled his troops aid 5 0 
| Rysts, arid ſefit the Nabob '# meſſage tat bn 
be Wð²ꝝ ready to pay to hith all that the fo. 
vefeign could beſtow away, Rainey the au- 
nual tfibute bf ſome thoufand r pets. Fliis 
Nabob fejected, and offered to the' Ze- 


21 Dine Maticotineh, vrgirls, that the king 


eing abſolute, 1 75 fiat hiave his detflalids 


* 257 | limited, 
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limited; but as ſome of the Zemindars iu 


Bahar were allowed in ſome places a fourth 
or upwards of the land, in lieu of their 


proprietary ſhare, he would not inſiſt upon 


giving him only a renth, /which was the | 
Zemindar's portion fixed by the Company, J 


in lands paying revenue to the compan 


but would enter into a compromiſe. This 


the Zemindar refuſed, and in defiance: of 
the authority of the Nabob continued to 


En the Hiſtorian, who had a Jaghire 


2 life, and who allowed the Zemindat dat 4 
portion of land; chis Zemindary right he he 
wiſhed to purchaſe, that he might not ex- 12 


poſe his family to be ouſted by the Zemin · 


pay 45 the uſugl revenue. eu- he 
other caſe, is that of Syed Gol 


427 


dar, when his Jaghire expired upon his 
death, and conſequently the Zemindar 


would be reſtored. No man better knee, 


the rights of * tenure, than has learned 


and”, 


* 
N 
2 


| of the land receive Maliconneh from the 


and reſpectable Syed, and he would not have 
wiſhed to purchaſe the Zemindary, if he 
had not known that the eſtate would return 
to the Zemindar, liable to the dues of Go- 


Sir J. Shore applied in 1788, when he un- 


dertook his very able refutation of Mr. a 2 -f 


prietor of land, and therefore if he received 
it, under the ruler, how could the Ultumga- 


1 


vernment, which were only alienated t 


him in Jaghire for life. To this very Syed 2 


James Grant, and the following is one of 
the queſtions put to the Syed, with his a N 


ſwer. 


QAueſtion. When any land was giver; 
as  Ultumgaw Jaghire and Muddudmauſh, 
&c., out of the territory, did the proprietor 
gen receiving the grant 5 PT ah 


 Anſaver. 4 Maliconneh is os to the pro- 


dar of Jaghiredar withhold it ? Whatever 


Se 
we. 4 were,” . I 5 1 


30 J 
4 be its amouiit, it is indiſcfitmnztely allowed 
105 TS well as the other. 


This Sed was | certalnly intereſted in 


giving a different opinion, and therefore 
+ this reply bought to have great weight * 


e 


Artes were in general allowed to men 


whilft i in office, but the Zemindar had lands 
allotted him, when he did not become te- 


* Mr. Grant; the great opponent t6 the propristary 
right of the Zemindar, terms the Ultumgadar proprie- 


tor of the foil, and is led into this miſtake, by, the 
Ultumgadar being always in poffsſfon. The euſtom 


of giving poſſeſſion of an eſtate to à mortgapeeys was. 


ulual formerly in England, and it prevalled in Aba. 


The reaſon is obvious. Where the laws Have little 
influence, no man deems himſelf ſecure of any pay- 
ments from land, without poſſeſſion 5 and therefore 
the Sovereign, when he transferred his land tax or re- 
venues due from a certain extent of ferritory, always 
put the Ultumgadar in poſſeſſion of the land, upon 
condition that he n the n. for _ | 


/ 


c 


WF 


ſponſible for the revenue of his zemindary. 


This peculiarity is eaſily explaingd, if it he 


admitted that the land ſo, allotted, was his 


proprietary ſhare. _ Let. us ſuppoſe bat our 


Government demanded, a heavier land tax 
than the proprietor could, afford to pay 


would he not, in that predicament, throw 
up his eſtate, and requeſt à compenſation 
Even ſo did thę Ze- 


from Government ? 


mindars in Aſia. And, what: Leeres 40, by 


particularly conſidered, 


were allowed to every ee as an of- 


ficer, we. ſhould. have found in Aſia many 
Nankars for the ſame pergunnah or extent 


of land ; whereas, the land ſo allotted i is 4 | 


Ways expreſſed to be in lien of the Zemin- 


_ far's bereditery ſhare of the 
L % from a ſpeeified number of villages com- 


poſing his Zemindary.. In a letter to the 


rofits ariſin 


Board of Revenue, 1 ſtated. the impolicy of 
allowing tax free lands in lieu of Malicon- 


| neh, a8 follows: 


4 ———— ann, 3 
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„ 
„The Zemindars have at various times 
received land, in lieu of Maliconneh in ſpe- 
cie ; thus eſtates paying no revenue, have 
| gradually been alienated, and theſe are in 
general cultivated to the utmoſt, whilſt the 
. reſidue of the lands depends upon the ſur-_ 
Alus labour of their Ryors for cultivation. 
1 Though this is not univerſally 1 the caſe, 5 
; "WS n yet with regret I have found that too many 
Ryots have taken their reſidence in ſuch | 
infulated ſpots.“ 4 55 R 


| %S + nia 2 2 eee ee 
g The reaſon why theſe rent · free lands 
were thus improved, was becauſe the on- | 
ers had a fixed tenure. And the reaſon why | 
the Nizamut lands were deſerted, was be- 
| cauſe the farmers and native officers, having * 
no eſtabliſhed intereſt, oppreſſed the culti- 
1 vators. By uniting theſe lands, the follow- 
8 ing happy effe& is produced :—That Go- 
7 | vernment, which collected one hundred 5 
rupees from nine villages, through a farmer, 
who 


„ r & Wk, X 


ot 
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who ſometimes failed, has that ſum no- 


aſſeſſed on ten villages; and the Zemindar 
being ſure that only one hundred rupees. 
will be taken from him, will now improve . 
for his own profit all the ten villages.— A 


Every new acre of land brought into culti- 


„ —— 
— 


vation, enriches Government; and the ef- | 
fects of this new ſyſtem will, in a very | 
| ſhort time, efface doubts from every mind. a of Ha | 
Zemindary tenures have already become of Ly ab; AG | 
great value, whereas in 1790, ſome villages eee. FA 1 
in the province of Bahar actually wanted ZZ, Ls 9} Das 4 


proprictors ; ; the proprietors having either 


— — 
o 


fled from former oppreſſions under the Mo- 
gul Government, or relinguiſhed a trouble- 


ſome tenure, under a farming ſyſtem.— 


Formerly, even the tenth allowed to a de- 
prived Zemindar was rarely paid by the ad- 


venturing Farmers, who fell in arrears to 
Government; but in conſequence of a re- 
preſentation from me, Government very 
bumanely guarantied the tenth to the Ze - 
K..; mindar, 


* . 
* 


* 5 = my „ 2 4 * 
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mindar, by making themſelves reſponſible 


for the payment, when the Farmers were 


unable. 


Mr. Grant, in anſwer to the queſtion, 


«© What are the privileges of Zemindars ?” 
anſwers, ** The firſt eſſential privilege is that 


by which the Zemindar is entitled to fland, in 
the place of a perpetual Farmer General, of 
the lawful rents claimed by Government, with- 


in the circle of his juriſdiction; nor can he, or 


| ; ought he, conſtitutionally, to be deprived of any 
Contingent emoluments, proceeding from his 
,. contract, during the periods of his agreement, 


though fach ſhould arife in concealment of the 
entire public reſources, &c.” Here we per- 
ceive that the Zemindar is entitled to ſtand 
in the place of a perpetual Farmer General. 
Now, to my mind, this right is inconſiſ- 
tent with that of an officer appointed to ac- 
count to Government for his collections, 


and removable at pleaſure. I can form no 
idea 


— 


4 


4 


$1 


idea of an official truſt, which renders a 


man ſo independent of his Sovereign, that 
ce he cannot conſtitutionally be deprived 
of any contingent emolument proceeding 


from a contract, , though ſuch ſhould ariſe m , 


concealment of the entire public reſources ;” 


but I can conceive that a Sovereign might 


ſpecify, and fix his demand of tribute or 


land tax, for a certain term of years, and 
thus leave the Zemindar the ſurplus ariſing 
from his eſtate; and this, Mr. Grant terms 
a contract; but it is evident that Mr. Grant, 
in his reply, gives them many more rights 
than an officer, nay, more than a ſimple 
2 e ought to Tory ls, 


In Afia, as formerly in England, when 
the laws had little force, a mortgagee al- 
ways took poſſeſſion, and enjoyed the uſu- 
fruct of the eſtate, till the original loan was 


repaid. Upon the ſame Principle, a Ze- 


windar, who was diſpofſefſed, could not 
* 2 rely 


„ 


rely upon payments in money from the 
Exchequer, but had land given him in lieu 
of his proprietary ſhare of the produce.— 
The Serſhikun tenure explains fully the 
ideas and uſage of Aſia, It is a rent-free 
grant of land by one or ſeveral Zemindars, 
and the deed runs as follows: | 


*« Whereas we Proprietors are deſirous 


« of giving to a village, where he 


* may reſide without trouble either from 


Government or ourſelves, - we hereby 


agree to apportion the dues of Govern- 


« ment, amounting to —————, upon our 
e own proprietary villages as follows; and 
„ this Serſhikun village ſhall be exempt, 


during the life of ———, from any 


& claim.” Then follows an account of 
the allotment, and the names of the Ze- 
mindars. This is a curious tenure, and 
would perhaps be diſallowed at Delhi ; fo 
perhaps would alſo every grant of land by 

8 Rajahs 


2 — — een 
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Rajahs and Zeraindars for the Hindoo 6 5 
Temples. ger LS mee AL Als Tele. | 
In proof that the Zemindars are merely 
officers, Mr. Grant produce sthree modern 
ſunnuds or title deeds, 


A. 
Is from Aſſid Jung, Dewan of the Sou- 
bah of Bengal, granting a zemindary to the 
| een of the twenty-four pergrnnahs. | 


Now this deed did not 1 from 5 
Sovereign, and it was granted upon a pe- 
tition of the Company, to ſtrengthen their 
titles, becauſe the inhabitants would not 
be ſatisfied without it; and after all, the 
Governor General in Council, impreſſed 
with a ſenſe of the i injury done to the diſ- 
poſſeſſed Zemindars, reſtored moſt of them 


_ 


ky * 
unn TY 
c 


eller dh 
ts 2 reditary Zemindar,” ; F . 
. 
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in 1788. 9, when I was a Member * the 
Calcutta Committee of Revenue. 


Bo. 


Is another Sunnud, not from the ſove- 
reign, but from the Dewan, and confirms 
an adopted ſon in the ſucceſſion to a Zemin- 
dary, and is of little moment, being alſo 
of 2 modern date: all it proves 1s, that a 


Temindar had the power of tranſmittin 


land to his . . 


by: 


Is a Talookdarry Sunnud from he Com- 
pany, on the diſmiſſion of Kiſſen Sing to 
Peraun, who was afterwards diſpoſſeſſed, 
and Kiſſen reſtored, becauſe 225 was the he- 
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1 forbear to expatiate farther upon theſe 
Sunnuds, as not one of them proves the 
aſſertion, that the ſovereign uſed to appoint 
Zemindars as officers. 


During the many years I ſat as a Judge, 
and acted as a Collector, I ſaw numerous | 
Ayma, Ultumga, Jaghire, and Muddut- , YA q 
mauſh Sunnuds, but never had Zemindary * 9 
Sunnud ſubmitted to my inſpection; now | 
as thouſands of diſputed titles to the Ze- 
mindaries 'came before me, I think, that 
dme royal grants, if ſuch had exiſted, would 
5 bers been produced. Brea te Joe Mes 4 
— ee, 
F rom the! evidence A has been pro- 75 
duced, I think that it is ſufficiently proved, | 
| that Lord Cornwallis conſulted both juſtice 
and policy in eſtabliſhing the rights of the 
Zemindars, end in fixing a perpetual land 4 25 — 1 
tax: the demands of Government are known ,, 7. A | 
and ſettled. All foedal taxes and tribute are . A 


4 


1 


aboliſhed. The Ryot is ſecured againſt op- 
preſſion, and it is the intereſt of every party 
to improve their ir eſtates, and conſequently 


to increaſe 4 revenues of Government. 


By a former order, the Zemindars were 
not permitted to raiſe money upon, or to 
ſell their eſtates, although their influence 
from extenſive poſſeſſions had often made 
them dangerous to the ſovereign, and en- 
couraged them to rebel. We have now | 
adopted the good policy of Henry VII.“ 
and allowed them to ſell and to give away 5 
their hereditary poſſeſſions as they chuſe, 
by which means ſubdivifions will ſoon take 
place, and their great fortunes will be gra- 


dually diſſipated. As the Zemindar paid a 
groſs ſum to Government, the inferior 
ones, or Talookdars, of courſe accounted 


immediately to the Zemindar, and were 


J Ae. Elli leit entirely at his mercy. When the old 


n . was ſubverted, I was of 
courſe 


15 8 


Ae E 


court defirous ; from juſtice and policy, to 


fix the revenue of) every village 3 


ately, with every Proprietor whether great 
or, ſmall, but as the inferior Zcmindars 
were to be ſettled with i in a different manner_ 


in Bengal chan in Bahar, ſome minutes 
were preſented by me after I took my: ſeat 


at the Revenue Board 1 in Calcutta, and i in by 


conſequence of theſe, the T Ae re- 
N were 1 *. 


* oth 


The Shar of Didem 8 cake Are . 


' theſe regulations, and have expreſſed their 
opinion ſtrongly in favor of what they enn? 


Fig 


9 9 wiſe and important meaſure. Lord _/ 2 
? Cornwallis alſo appointed Courts of Cir- 2 . 


cuit, and made many arrangements to pre · 
ſerve the police which was much Abuſed by 
the Zemindars. He eſtabliſhed alſo one 
coinage through the country, and thus did . 


Ses riſing Reſources. © 
1 e 


U 42 ] g + +: 
away all the hardſhips and frauds which 
had before been experienced, | 


2 ih © The European Collector is allowed to 

* have all the power that a tax gatherer poſſeſ- 
He ſes in Great Britain; but the dangerous pri- 
vilege of judging in revenue matters for- 
—ä— . merly given to him, is now ſeparated from 

| him, and he is amenable to the Judge of 


the diſtrict. DE | * 


= * 


5 The natives are conſcious of, and thank- 

"Ig ful for theſe bleſſings. The Ryots are 
1 freed from annual ſcrutinies, and in the 
; enjoyments of comforts which Lord Corn- 

wallis has procured them, may now exclaim , 
with more than poetical truth: 


— 


« Oh Melibz, Deus nobis hzc otia fecit, * — 


0 2 * 
| Ille meas errare boves, ut cernis, er ipſum, 
LCLudere quæ vellem, calamo permiſit agreſti. 
+ 7 
EE. . bs 
. * 
N | 5 2 
he 
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Ter following . Minutes are given at 
length, to convince the advocates for the old ſyſtem 
that thę office was injurious to wy TY inſtead of 
being beneficial to him. 3 


MINUTE. 


A8 the report of Mr. Patterſon, Superintendant 
of the Canongoe Office, is before us, with the opinion 
of ſeveral Collectors, in anſwer to the Board's queſ- 


tions, I propoſe that we take into conſideration the ' 


whole proceedings upon the ſubject, and determine, 
1ſt, Whether the office is uſeful or prejudicial, by the 
preſent-mode of LPR a. nf? - 


adly, Whether it can be arranged, wha of any SPY 
Wes adequate to the erpenee ? or 


2dly, Whether i it ought to be aboliſhed A 


J On. by 
5th Tal, 1700. | gn | 
| MINUTE. | 
UPON the 5th inſtant, I ſuggeſted that we ſhould 
examine and come to ſome concluſion upon the accu- 


mulated papers laying for conſideration reſpecting 
| 8 the 


— 


1 44 ] 


the Canongoe Office; and as I have ſince attentively 
peruſed them, I will not heſitate to ſubmit the reſult 
to your deliberatipn{; indeed not having brought a 
mind quite unprepared to the diſcuſſion, as my letters 
from Gya evince, I need not fear that my_obſerva- 
tions will 4 incur the S en of precipitancy. a 
| rt 13 
Mr. Patterſon, i in (his fall 3 der Report 
upon the Canongoe's Office, regrets, his inability to 
obtain a preciſe and certain account of its origin, ſome 


ſtating it ancedent to the Mogul influence, and others 
dating it from Akbar, *Exclufive of its being a Per- 


ſian name, (Canongoe, or Explainer of the Cuſtom) 
I think that fuch officers were oblolutely requiſite 1 for 
the f peculative ſyſtem which Akbar attempted, of col- 


lecting by price currents from the Ryots, and which, 


at length the” Monarch was obliged to relinquiſh, by L 
- concluding a ten years farming ſettlement, for the 


following Py aſſigned Bu the e author of the Alen. 


ct en, Hriugh His Wajehty s . EMA 
& the bounds of the empire were greatly enlarged, it was 
* found very di ifficult, to procure t the current prices every: 
& year from all parts of the king. om, and the delays that 
& this gacaſioned in making the ſettlement, were productive 
& of many inconveniences. Sometimes the *huſbandman 
& would cry out againſt the exorbitancy of the demands 


ec that were made upon him, and'onjthe other fide, thoſe 


% who had tanthas to collect, would complain of balances. 


65 His on in aged 10 e "_ evils nel, 
Fits . ang iv gh 


* N * 
we of ; 1 „ w 


114631 
N « 1 3 that a ſettlement ſhould be concluded for ten 12 
pn & years .” 55 with uote hehe 0 f | 
Whatever might have been the motives For the = TY 1 
nongoe inſtitution, and whafeyer rules might have 
been ancieatly deviſed to preſerve its regularity and 
purity, it is now generally admitted that the eſtabliſh- 
ment is, in its preſent ſtate, ineffectual, and convert- 
ed into a great evil; for the officers, whilft they prey 
upon the ryots and merchants by ceſles and taxes, are 
employed by the zemindars to deceive Government 
with fabricated e and falſe teſtimonies *, 


My experience condos the following obleryation 
of Mr. Hatch : 


cc As far as ancient and preſcriptive uſage authoriſes 
ce the Perpetuality, ſo far it may be proper to con- 
& tinue the cuſtom; but I am not of opinion that the . 
c Office of the Canongoes is of any utility; - rather tne 
60 reverſe.” 


er — 


4 1 
I wm _ 3 _ 
8 —— — — D —— — — 
».4 - * y N 2 A 8 , _- 2 * 
* Poe — 


c The ON Office of late has 3 5 little 
ce conſequence, ſince the records of all accounts re- 
6“ lat ing to the revenue, was kept in the Dewannee- 
| C Office, under the reſpective Collectors, and with a 
| | é perſpecuity and regularity that renders them com- 


N — 


—— 


Mr. Princeps, in page 121, pathetically exclaims to Mr. Wil- 
berforce, * had you been as often witneſs as T have to the miſery 
. and diſtreſs of the Ryots, your heart would have bled as much 
| for the depravity of their native oppreſſors, as in pity for the 
gb * of ſuch 7 cruelty. - 


10 perent 


* 
* 4 1 
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3 — to anſwer every purpoſe of appeal ; and it 
&« js now probable the limited and abſtract regiſter of 


ec the Canongoes will no longer be of ſervice either 
72 1 


ac for reference or control. S 
* | In 
22 9 * ; 
Eo | be admitted, firſt, that hereditary offices can- 
not be ſerviceable, as abilities and i integrity are not pa- 
a. trimonial; many of the officers, therefore, are inca- 


* 


"> | pacitated, and do their Oey by wy 


abs | | Secondly, that the allowances Aiovia not be ſhared, 
and the records divided as OY property. 8 


- Thirdly, that the n ſhould not be mort- 
. | 


„ a, ourthly, That deputies, ſharers, and mortgagees, 
#), muſt be liable, by poverty, to temptation and bri- 
| bery. 2 1 

It is acknowledged that zemindars and farmers have 
alienated lands rent · free to Canongoes, for connivance 
and aſſiſtance in plundering inferior zemindars, unler 
renters, and ryots, and that ſucceſſors have been afraid | 


v — 
to reſume them. | dh eee 


_— ſhort; Mr. Patterſon's report, the Provincial | 

CounciPs letters, and the Collector's ſtatements, all 
evince the tota derangement of the office. - rt | 
That the —— eſſent ial truſts may ho . 1 5 


every day's experience manifeſts; but as uſe ſhould - 
" ml 


not be aboliſhed becauſe of abuſe, and as the moſt 


perfect inſtitutions require at times modification and | | "v1 z 
correction, I ſhall be = to aſſiſt to render the er the office . 


A 5 Ken CATE fon eo 2 mn 24 - 
w--: 4 


Previous, however, to that attempt, it is incum- 
bent on us to compare our preſent ſyſtem with ante- 2 
cederit Adminiſtrations, and examine whether 1 
motives exiſt for its . duration. 


The very and and detailed Report of Mr. 2 
Harrington from Seroopore, has convinced the Board . 
and our Superiors of the impracticability of a fixed . 
aſſeſſment upon the ryots, and of the futility of re- 
ſearches for ls, (or original rates of taxation) ſome 5 
aſſils having been proved to amount only to a thirty- 7 
ſixth of the preſent jumma, whilſt ſome hegas now „ 
: pay leſs than the 4%; indeed, if inſtead of collecting l, BL | 
old papers, it had been conſidered that the value of land : ; 
muſt have heretofore varied, being richer or poorer; 4 
higher and lower, nearer and remoter, cultivated and FA _« 
deſerted, that ſubſequent reſolutions muſt have alſo 1 
affected the landed property, much time, expence, „ 
and labour would have been faved. | | 


But 6ur proceedings will not, T truſt, be again load- | 4 
el with the jargon of Canongoe records from Akbar's „„ 
Financier Toorum Mull, with Randardy , ſub- = 1 
. ſequent ceſſes, ke. | 


+; acknowleiihe that recorders and checks were ne- 2 
7 neceſſary, under the N Mun; ; op the new farmer | kf F 
| „ bhbaving | | 
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having often come after the crops were ſown, when the 
cultivator produced his predeceſſor's pottahs or deeds, 


= - he rejected them, as not binding upon him, and re- 


preſented them as colluſively obtained. 


In this = RY the Collector could not deny _- 
\the juſtice of ſuch reaſoning, particularly if the new 
zemindar or farmer had given an iticreaſe ; whilſt on 
the other hand he could not permit an unlimited ex- 


action from the ryots, who had been reduced to the | 


alternative of either loſing the ſeaſon; in expeCtation / 
of their new maſter, or of relying upon the ColleQor's 
2 from exorbitant demands. | 


The ds ruld of Jecifibn See was the aſcer- 
tainment of preceding 1 8 5 by an 5 ITE of Ca- 
ae records. 


Theſ⸗ neceſſary references were always favourable 

to the zemindars or farmers, who, under plea of the 
indefinite clauſe in the ryot's pottah, to pay cuſtomary | 
ceſſes, produced the extortions of preceding farmers, . 
and accumulated burdens, till the ryots either abſcond- 
en, or tumultuouſly gained a temporary compromiſe, 5 


\Sometimes the Canongoes have become n | 
themſelves, and /ince Mednapore has been frequently in- 
troduced, as an example to form à concluſion of the 
country's capability and exiſting aſſets; I beg to refer 
to the proceedings now under conſideration, wherein 
the Canongoes groſs impoſition upon Government, 


by alen * is * and wherein it is 
+ groved + 


83 
E 


* Th 49 io 


proved that the officer, defigned as a check, is bimfelf | 
become the farmer ; that the zemindars have been fe- 
verely maltreated; that the Treaſury- is obliged to 
refund ; and that the pergunnah is impoveriſhed. 


I e this a as coming imb esd 
before us, to diſplay the many evils that ſpring 1 


2 reliance on pretended — produced = an in- 


teręſted individual TM 


The Collectors, in theſe caſes, are placed n a per- 
plexing and painful ſituation. If they do not exert 
themſelves to produce the imagined ſecreted reſources, . Wis 
they ate liable to cenſures for remiſſneſs, and if they 4 ay 7 — 
: ule coercion, they incur blame for oppreffion. | Lay 


Government having at length determined to fix the 
land tax, all retroſpect will be ſoon precluded, and 


as the zemindars are required to ſpecify in a net ſum, by VE M6 
'a written enga engagement, their demands upon under -renterga,” A Hew 

and ryots, the former accounts and . on well be an- GEES 3 "i 
mbhilated. s . | 


| 4 


Mr. Hege ſpeaking of his i inquiries from * | 8 
3 obſerves as follows : 


"© aide of their anſwers to FS queſtions I in- 
&* choſe, (No. 22, 23, 24.) and they will probably ſave 
cc the trouble of any future reference to them on the ſame 
% ſubjeft, as their inſufficiency, comtradiftions, and re- 
«© peated acknowledgement of ignorance on points which it 
& has been generally under/lood the Canongoes were bound 
15 to obtain, ang record information on, Prone that how- 
H euer 


et ever uſeſul theſe 9fficers may have been formerly, they 
4e now want the local knowledge requiſite 1b render them 


| 7 „ ſervice in regulating the aſſeſſment of the Ryots.“ 
£ . | Mr. Patterſon's remark upon the Canongoes is very 
} pointed: | 5h 
= 1 ; | | . : ? 
| | It appears from their own anſwer, that none of the 
| [ — Be, ce old records are now in uſe, from all which we may in- 
13 | « fer that the office in its preſent perverted ſlate, ſo far 
_-= « from anſwering the purpoſes of its inſtitution, muſt ra- 
B: e tber tend to furniſh the Zemindars with the means of 


cc deceiving Government with the greater ſecurity, and that 
ec while it fwallows'up a large avowed revenue itſcl, © it 
_— -: 1 ſecretiy deſtroying the foundation 'of reſources, that 
Id 8 & inflead of giving ſiabiliy to property, and ſecurity to 
* cc the Ryot, it is now likely to become an engine of corrup= 


| | +3 1 2jon, injuſtice, and oppreſſion, and that it ought either 
[ | * % 4 29 be totally reformed, or altozether aboliſhed,” 

Should. our ſentiments accord, we may unite in 

| forming regulations for proving and regiſtering wills, 

3 5 ſales, mortgages, grants, &c., for the approval of the 
Governor General in Council. | | 


5 | In ſhort, the Canongoes were checks, or informers 
4 | 7 to prevent frauds under a vague intricate ſyſtem. All 
| f indefinite claims being prohibited, Courts of Juſtice _ 


can be the only efſential preſervation of rights and en- 
gagements, but their eſtabliſhment with clear laws 
has been poſtponed on account of the expences of Re- 


1 
venue Officers, and the principles of colleftion beth here- 
tore at Variance with . of equity. 


When uſeleſs offices are Sage away, and the land 
tax ſhall be fixed, the Government will be enabled to 
appropriate part of their ſayings to Adawluts, and 
_ their wa time to Legiſlatiqn . | 
(Signed) = Te LAW. 


19th July, 1990: | 


11 N U K. 


Mr. 
the n Office, I flattered myſelf, that his pre- 


ſent Minute was in diſcuſſion of the point propoſed by 
me the 5th of July, © Whether the Canongoe Office 
er can be.arranged, to be of any * W to 
& the expence? 


The Office was not originally hereditary, but for 
want of control, the lands and ſalaries have been di- 
vided; now as integrity depends upon being above in- 
digence, and the duties cannot be performed in part- 
nerſhip: is the oldeſt ſharer, or the ableſt and honeſteſt 
to be preferred ? Should not all thoſe who are incapa- 
ble, or who are without documents, or who are ab- 
ſent, be excluded ? In ſhort, many difficulties occur; 
but theſe, no doubt, will be done away 5 the advo- 
5 Cates for continuance. 

separate ebene ede, eſtabliſhed. 


1 2 


having been againſt the adolition of nl 


x 4 5} 


From a fear of too much quotation, I ſtruck ſome 


extracts out of my former Minute, and will forbear 
adding to the long increaſing maſs by oppoſing diffe- 


rent opinions, or combating thoſe cited. It ſeems 
ſtrange, that the former © information ſhould be 


found, on compariſon, leſs favourable to the conti- 


ce nuation of the Canongoe Office, than that now be- 
& fore us; ſince the late unfortunate experience in 
Midnapore has confirmed Mr. Peerce's deſcription 
differing from that of Mr. Burrowes alluded to, and 
ſince our Secretary, (whoſe opinion has always great 
weight with me, ) has given ſtrong proofs of its __ 
* 1 8 his late deputation. 


Mr. — firſt extra 3 in 8 Ray 


as A Meſſrs. Rous, Luſhington, Rooke, 


Iſoll, Wilkins, Higginſon, and Rider, pro- 
ec nounce the department of Canongoe to be * no 
6 A Kc * 


* 


Near twenty years have ſince ee Abe any 
arrangement. 


Mr. . 3 from Mr. Patterſon' 5 firſt 
letter in 055 when he commenced full of zeal to be 
ſerviceable, let the report of ſubſequent experignce 
be peruſed, and all that I have: written will * 
moderate. f 


4 had in former ation found the inutility of the 
Canongoe Office, as ſtated. in my letter of 21ſt of 
April, 1787, and that their reports could not be re- 


lied upon; for, as Mr. Patterſon obſerves, it would 

appear, (if * their allegations were to be credited, that 
ce they have no documents, or other foundation for 

„ their awards and opinions than their own expe- 

„ rience; thus, according to them, their bare word is 

c to be the law, and the rights and properties of mil- 
(«. ns to depend upon their arbitrary aſſertions.” 


"Mer — — 2 1 have but one view, the public 
intereſt ; if the Canongoe Office is to be preſerved, 
the Board no doubt will be obliged to him for a plan 
of reform, and I will chearfully add my humble ſug- 
geftions, ſhould his intimate knowledge from previous | 
information, leave any part improveable; on the =_ 
other hand, if the Canongoy is to be aboliſhed, I will _ 3 

chearfully comply with Mr. wiſhes, in ſob> _ | ; 9 I 


mitting to the Board, propoſitions for a regular regiſ- 
| teryincach diſtri, En * 

Cauzys, I have already addreſſed his Lordſhip in the 2 Ko 
gg, "9 rene 8 A 
. That I have not been precipitate on this ſubject, 
the dates of my Minutes will atteſt, and if I have 
enpreſſed myſelf ſtrongly, I truſt it will be attributed | 
to the impreſſions received from my late circuit as . 
Collector, to make the Bahar ſettlement, united with | | 
vos from the papers before us. 


In comin with Mr. —— requeſt for an ex- 
planation how all future alienations are precluded by 
the village allotment, I beg to refer to my ſeveral let- 
ters, which remark, that formerly, whole Pergun- 


« 8 


. of your Purgunnah where the village is ſituated,” 
p 4th, By the Cauzys, all marriage ſettlements, le- 


* . * - 
*S Ig. | n 15 


. l 
54 1 * 
nahs being farmed without the diſtinction of Neza- 
mut, and rent- free villages, the latter were liable to 
. Increaſe by colluſions and connivances; but, that 
when the Jumma ſhall be allotted upon each village, 
and recorded, ſuch village will be for ever ſecured, 
- and if others ſhall be added to the liſt upon reſump- 
tion, thoſe too become in the ſame predicament. Por- 
- tions of villages alſo cannot be exempted from tax in 
future, ſince it is laid upon the whole of the lands in 
each village. | x | 


The original duties of Canongoes appear now to be 
performed in ſeveral diffin# departments, as follows: 


1ſt, By the records of land tax allotment; the num- 
ber and Jumma of villages are preſerved. ' | 


2d, By the Adaulut Rolls, the deciſions on boun- 
daries and diſputed titles are preſerved.” 


3d, By the following order, the internal details in 
villages (if neceſſary) are preſerved. 9 


bat for every village, Putwarries ſhall be eſta-. / 
cc bliſhed by the Zemindar, for the purpoſe of record- 
« ing the accounts of the Ryots in that village, and 
cc a liſt of ſuch Put warries be depoſited in the Sudder 
« Cutchery of the collectorſnip, and in the Cutchery 


gal 


* 


e 


| £68 
gal transfers, &c., are drawn out, and by copies in 
the Adaulut Regiſter theſe will be preſerved. 


I cannot indeed perceive what material duties are 
left for the Canongoes, and therefore, ſince part of 
the Zemindars land tax is appropriated to their ſup- 
port, whilſt they can afford to ſeduce the Zemindar's 


Ryots to their alienated tenures, I feel it my duty 


to propoſe the office's abolition; if the old papers are 
of any value, let the aſſiſtant receive charges of n, 
Ind tranſlate them. 


Humanity prompted me to recommend continuance 


of exiſting officers ſalaries, (who had not other means 


of ſupport, ) till they were promoted to'employments, 


or reſigned to death. Some of the ſayings will bs 


thus poſtponed ; but on the other hand, I ſincerely be- 
lieve that the amount which the Canongoes obtain 
from the public, will be found to exceed four lacks 
of rupees. 8 


4th of OQober, | 


| 1" MFN. UT BE. | 

In refpet to the Canongoes petition for their Sud. 
der ſalaries and Mofuſſel eſtabliſhments, I think, that 
they are invalidated by their own ſtatements, ſince 


they begin by acknowledging; that the ſums were al- 


lowed upon condition of relinquiſhing their Ruſſooms 


on the Zemipdars a and Nankarlands, and end by their. . 
No: 
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„„ 
avowing their violation of the ſtipulations to n 
times the amount of their claims. | 


Mr. Peerce's opinion and deſcription of the uſeleſs 
Canongoe Office, has been confirmed by Mr. Bur- 
rowes e | 


Our late ans N Midnapore, hi. 
the fallacy of the Canongoes Records ſorrowfully er 
emplified, and the preſent papers confirm in the 


ſtrongeſt manner all the former reports reſpecting the 


irregularity and inutility of theſe officers. 


iſt, Even their two ſtatements of their own allow- 


ances delivered in to Mr. Peerce and Mr. OY. 


very materially difter in ae of 1 8 and a- 
mount of fees, 


2d, Both admit that they have obtained many rent- 
free villages, which could only be for eee and 
which it was their expreſs 58 to e : 


The reſult is, that 8 . are overbur- 
thened by bearing all the revenue, whilſt others are 
Lahkherage (or tax free.) That Government pay 
large allowances, and that Zemindars are harraſfed by 
fees, ——— OTE 2 Av 


. ant to Mr. Patterſon” s er for in- 


* 


formation reſpecting the eftabliſhment of the Midna». | 


pore and Jellaſore Canongoes, I find, that after a ge- 


neral complaint, he e En theſe, and obſerves, 
- hat 


" "Ps 
N 
* 


„ 


that & they ſeem to have conſidered it a common Sante, 
e and to have united their endeavours to ſuppreſs 
« every information.” In ſhort, my former ſenti- 
ments are more and more corroborated, and I requeſt 
that this may be annexed to my Minute reſpecting 
the Canongoe Office now under your conſideration. 


What may be che total amount * he 8 | 


<fiabliſhnent in Bengal and Bahar, I cannot tell.— 
Mr. Patterſon, after * labour, finiſhes his report 
as follows: 


ce tra impoſſible to draw up an abſtract of the per- 


« quiſites and emoluments of the Canongoes from 
ec their own ſtatements,” becauſe ſome have delivered 
& no account at all, and ſome only in _— n 
« without giving NNE ſuch as, 


6 iſh Small parcels of land, withour nnn the 


n or value. 


ce ad, Villages beld at a n PR] rent, without ei- 
te ther mentioning the rent or the profits beyond i 15 
oo en from ſuch W 8 e 


« 2d, Reform from the. villages; mentioning i in. 
4 ſome places only the rate, varying from one to two 


« rupees per village, inn N the number ; 


e of villages; 


- — 


@ gab, Fuſullans, whery «they mention nl the rate fs. 


00 o one rupee per "os: 
9 « 5th, 


ö 


2 * 9 . 
4 N my . * 2 
N * f «= LE r 
2 r * be _ 
x : 4 | 


cc 


B 


4 5th, Rufſeom from the Sayer, which they ſtate at 


one-fourth of the collections, without mentioning 


the amount of their W or of the Sayer col- 


lections. 


« 6th, Duſtoor upon the Tumar Jumma, expreſſi ing 
the rates per cent., varying from 1 to 34 rupees, 
without noticing the amount either of their own 
receipts, or of the j 1 upon which they are cal- -. 
culated. : 


= 


cc th, Fees upon Cabooleats, at the rate of one rupee 
per deed, without an buy. the number or the 
Ot 


6] ſhall therefore content myſelf with an abſtract 
of what is directly ſpecified in their accounts, and 
where no anſwer has been received, ſupply the de- 
ficiency fiom the accounts of what they were actu- 
ally in receipt of in the year 1773, as appears from 
the records in the office of the AR men General 
to the venus p 


4c Total ſtatement of the old eſtabliſhment, in moneys 
Sicca rupees, 3,75, 3) 13 8. 


Villages ile, 254. 


The foregoing expence of the 3 eſtabliſh- 


ment, and the revenue of alienated villages, which 
may be ſuppoſed rather to have increaſed than dimi- 


niſhed, may go a great way to make up the amount 
of Sayer — 


© Thus 


ar. 


> We «+ 
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Thus the ſaving of expenditure on one fide would 


nearly balance the relinquiſhment of receipts on the 


other, whilſt the country would be goubly e 
and the land- tax more ſecure. 


* 


| Ef 8 (Signed) T. LAW. 
6th Auguſt, 7799: « ; | | 

After two years more experience of the inefficacy 
of the Canongoe eſtabliſhment, Lord Cornwallis, 


with the unanimous conſent of his Council, aboliſh- 
ed it, 
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APPENDIX. (B,). 


' The reader will perceive by the following letters, 
| how very much the juriſdictions were confuſed and 
undefined, and what prej judicial effects were occaſion- 
ed by it. 


4 Copy of a n 
. My Lord, f ö | l 


„ We have the honour to ſubmit copies of a let- 


c ter and encloſure from Mr. T. Law, relative to 
„ the boundaries of his diſtrict. 


« We beg leave to recommend, that the Ganges be 
cc declared the line of diviſion between the Bahar and 


«© Tirhut colleftorſhips, and that any villages now : 


« annexed to either on the oppoſite of this river be 
t transferred MONO: 


ce We take leave to ſabmit to your Lordſhip 2 
+ 66 further letter from Mr. Law. 
| « We are, Kc.“ 


Oftober 29th, 1 189. 


© << Thad the honour to addreſs, under date the 8th 
© of Auguſt, reſpecting the natural diviſion of this 
« diſtrict to the northward by the river Ganges. 


c I have to requeſt, that you will determine to 
c whom the Iſlands in the middle (not fordable from 

< either fide) of the Ganges appertain, Government's 
cc intereſt 


{ "1 


ce intereſt is equally anſwered by appropriating them 
cc to either fide, but at prefent, much prejudice is 
« occaſioned by the duhiety. For firſt, if mutual 
cc reſerve or delicacy prevents both Collectors from 


« aſſerting Government's claim, the produce is em- 


„ bezzled by the Ryots, or the rent-free Landholders, 
« who are moſt vigilant. Secondly, if each Collec- 
« tor delegates to take charge, double expence and 
cc cauſeleſs ligitation enſue. Thirdly, by Govern- 
< ment's annexing theſe I flands to any one juriſdie- 
cc tion, not only every loſs and diſadvantage will be 
«© removed, but the Tehſeeldar of Government will 
<< prevent theſe ſpots from continuing to be the har- 
© bor of thieves, who depredate from each fide; nay, 
« he will by degrees convert them into beneficial i 
< marts.” 
Gya, | (Signed) THOMAS LAW, 
and of October, 1789. T9 8 . 


The reader muſt keep in mind the breadth of the 
Ganges, near two miles, and ought to be informed 
that ſome of theſe. e extend for miles, - | 


| The proper ſubdiviſion of the Cpt a 
into diſtricte, and the eſtabliſhment of Collectors and 
Judges in central ſpots, has been of the utmoſt impor- 
tance, Qooi de plus majeſteux en effet et de plus 
neceſſaire que cette repartition en parties egales & 
uniformes, de toutes ces portions de l'empire, autre- 
fois ſi diſparates, qui faiſoient un ramas auſſi revol- 
tant qu abſurde, de e e tx n 
rent en tout ſens, &c. 3 Of 
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Mr. Haſtings honoured me with my appointment 
to Gya, exprefily to inveſtigate and aboliſh the nu- 
merous extortions and oppreſſions that exiſted in that 
town, From this example, the reader will judge of 
the ſituation of the inhabitants under the whole ſyſ- 
tem; my gratitude is due to Mr. Haſtings, and the 
Members of the Supreme Council, for thus making : 

me the * to do TO theſe evils. 


- ABSTRACT or GYA PROCEEDINGS. 


The Canongoes of Mortwors and Gya. waking 5 


to order, deliver in the Duſtoor ul Ammul, or record 
of the ſources of revenue in the above places, and the 
method of collecting the ſame, as practiſed for many 
years paſt by a ſucceſſion of Aumils. 


The ſame being read, appears to contain an enu- 
meration of the moſt grievonsoppreffions that ever were 
deviſed by the abuſe of power, and at once accounts 
for the decline of trade, the deſolation of the country, 
the ruinous ſtate of a large city, and the ſolicitude of 
foreigners, to procure orders of exemption, as well ag 
military force for the protection of their perſons. 


The Aumils, under pretence of collecting the land 
revenue, ſeem to have uſurped all the powers of Go- 
vernment, and wantonly made uſe of them as inſtru- 
ments of oppreſſion, to plunder the inhabitants of 
their property. The great diſtance of the place from 

| I. 


- > 


bs -3 
the former ſeat of Government, is the only method 
of accounting, for the long exiſtence of a ſcene of 


tyranny unknown in any other part of the Company's | 
dominions. | 


4 This dend not only to the inhabitants of Gya, 
but to foreigners reſorting to the pilgrimage from all 
parts of Hindoſtan, who, no doubt, ſhuddered at the 
enormities committed in their moſt ſacred places of 
worſhip, and from this wretched ſpecimen, muſt have 
returned to their reſpedtive countries, impreſſed with 
the moſt unfayourable idea of our internal policy. 


"Firſt, Chomdry. 


The Brabmins of Gya, called ola . | 
in bodies to every part of Hindoſtan in ſearch of pil- 
grims, the profits of which are divided amongſt them, 
agreeable to certain internal regulations eſtabliſhed 
from time immemorial ; and to which, each indivi- 
dual is bound under the ſeveral penalties to conform. 
The Aumils claimed a right to ſettle the difputes ari- 
ſing about the diviſion of theſe profits, and that no 
partition might ever be made without litigation, they 
retained two or three of the fraternity in their ſer- 
vice, who always under ſome pretence, laid claim to 
a ſhare.” Upon a complaint of this nature being 
made, the whole ſum was immediately attached and 
depoſited in the hands of a banker; and the parties | 
were ſummoned to appear by Duſtucks of horſemen 


and Peons, who exacted from two to ten gon per 
Diem Tullubanah. 


The 


64 J | 
The cauſe being brought forward, the parties were 
heard in private, and thoſe who paid moſt, were 
ſure of obtaining a decifion in their fayour. Exclu- 
five of this, the avowed fee claimed by the Aumil was 
J and e, which, added to the various exact ions of 


fines and Tulldbanah, left the party gaining his ule 
little better for the deciſion. 


Ordered, that this a mt be aboliſhed, 
and that the inhabitants of the city be informed, that 
all claims whatever will be decided in the Dewanny 
Adawlut, and that when the cauſe ſhall relate to the 
divifion of the benefactions of the pilgrims, it will be 


| . ſettled agreeable to their own Rut and Birt, or in- 


ternal code of regulations, ſo long as they do not ope- 
rate to the prejudice of any other perſon not bound 
by the ſame, or militate with the law of the land. 


Second, A fee of + on the deciſion of indifferent 
cauſes. 585 


- Theſe included all claims 2 relating to money 
received from the pilgrims, and was the pretence of 
plundering the merchants and ſhopkeepers of the city, 


- Ordered, that this uſage be aboliſhed, and that 
claims of every kind will be decided e to the 
OD. 2 er e ee | 


Third, One fourth of „ 
dying inſol vent, when ſold for the benefit of their ere | 


Ordered, 


* 5 


+4 © Gn 


- Otdered;/ thar/it ü ax being iliegit; and 


n their creditors'of their juſt nen 
F ourth, A fourth of money won at play. 


This was an encouragement to ſharpers to gene . 


me country people of their money, for which they 


were ſure to find protection from the Aumil in return | 
for the above conſidera: op” | 


Ordered, that this colleQion be aboliſhed as ys 
ſerfbed by law. FOR” ag a nr ry * 


Fifth, Perſons. ach ſed or Aale i — | 
or other crimes, to be fined Lens to the offence. 


This was the ges fayree of the dei of the r 


mer of Gya, as it is of the Cutwauls of moſt of the 
cities in Hindoſtan. He was here enabled to plunder 
at difcretion, becauſe the guilty perſon could not com- 


plain of the oppreſſion, without diſcloling the offence. 
It is well known the'Hindoos value their cafts dearer 


khan life. To take advantage of this footed prejulice; 
the Aumil kept his female ſpies in every part of the 
city, who, under various pretences, eaſily intruded 
' themſelves into the houſes of the inhabitants. The 


Prieſthood of Hindoſtan are not remarkable for the 


l purity of their morals, and leſs ſo at Gyaz where the 
women are obliged to attend the temples of their 


Gods. Every intrigue, or the leaſt offence againſt the 
tenets of religious duty, was brought to the Aumil 


by theſe emiſſaties, the parties were immediately ſum- ' ; 


moned arid threatened with inſtant diſcovery. unleſs 


| 1 * to a fine, which was of courſe propor- 
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tioned to their cireumſtances. Few would venture 
to reſiſt, when they knew that the diſhonour of their 


Families, and the loſs of caſt, muſt be the inevitable 
conſequence of the publication of their diſgrace. © 


"FP it was intended to draw a mulet from any man | 
of property, for which no real pretence could be 


Found, accufation then ſtood for offence, and the 
party was 85 to buy himſelf out of the 3 
* | 


The excels to de this was carried, may be eafily 


imagined by thoſe who know how the terror of fal- 


ling into the clutches of a corrupt unfeeling Mufſul. 
man, operates upon the minds of the Hindoos, who 
fo long as they remain undefiled iu their caſt, and 
have ſufficient left them for the Tupport-of life, can 
feldom be rouſed by any injury into an active oppolt- 7 
tion to the encroachments of 1 0 


Tho” ſuch wretched acts of cruelty aboliſh them- 
ſelves upon th: arrival of any regular Government. 


Ordered, that the fame' be declared illegal, and 


that the inhabitants may be at once convinced that no 


extrajudicial interference whatever is intended, either 
in their property, or religious ceremonies, that the 


office of the Darogah of the Sudder Chubooter, 
the executor of theſe illegal acts, be removed, and his 


office aboliſhed, there now being no farther occafion 
for the fame, and that every other Chokey or poſt be 
eraſed, except thoſe neceſfary for the collect ion of the 
eee duties or eee, A 


Sixth, 


* 


we 


4 0-3 
Sixth, 2..6 per rupee on the deciſion of complaints 
of debt made by the Mahaguns, x 


1 1 


Seventh, Any perſon taken up in the night, and 


put in the e to pay the Peon een him, 


75 daums. 
Eight, Duſtacks on EY 1 2 TS 
| Nes As. DS 
An horſeman, and 2 peons, per diem 1 
One Kircarrah — 4 


For the removal of a inflack to tho Darogah / 2 6 ; 


- Ordered, that the three laſt articles be aboliſhed. 


Ninth, The collection at the ſeven chokeys, or 


great entrances to the city, viz. Atehybut, Danial, 
Buſſair, enen Deogant, Geafur, and Bu- 
buygaut. e 

© Theſe chokeys were originally eſtabliſhed for exa&t- 
ing from the poor a portion of the hard pittance gain- 
ed by their daily labour. Whatever milk, ghee, 


7 fire-wood, greens, and other trifles they brought from 
the villages, a part of it was taken in kind, under the 
pretence of being appropriated _ to the eren of the 


Aumil's table. BA | | 3 


1 


In a courſe of time, the receiving of kind was 


found not te be ſufficiently profitable, being with 


difficulty converted into money, it was therefore 


changed into a duty, in many inſtances diſcretionary ; 
the receipts were but trifling, but the exaQion was 
of the moſt pernicious conſequences, being vexatious, 
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„ 
and a great impediment to the intercourſe of the vil- 


* with the city. 


reh that this oppreſſi ve colleddon, be abotiſh- 
ed, as yielding little advantage to Government, and 
falling particularly hard upon the poor, excluſive of 


the great interruption it gives, to the internal com- 


merce of the . 
Tenth, The ery Mohaul: To | 7085 U 


This oppreffive tax upon marriages, though abo- 
liſhed throughout the provinces, has ſtill kept its 
ground at Gya, contrary to the expreſs, and repeated 
E r of 5 Honourable Board. | 


| Quiered, it therefore: to be aboliſhed. . = 3 1 


Eleventh, Double duties upon all Pilgrims coming 
with an equipage, that is, a horſe, palanquin, &c. 
with duties upon entrance, and departure upon all ſer- 
vants carrying baggage. | 


Excluſive of this double She being 3 to 4 


the orders of Government, the firſt conſideration in 


the impoſition of duties ſhould be, whether the te- 
ceipts would be adequate to the vexations cauſed by 


collecting them, and whether they may not, by ſecon- 


dary operations, tend to dhe dettiment of the conny. 


Upon recurring to the accounts of laſt year, it 
- dppears that the receipts from equipages amount to a 
mere trifle; the Pilgrims, to avoid double expence, 


| leaving all their attendance and equipage at Benares. 


3.3 
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4-0-3 
So that the large ſums that muſt have been expen- 
ded. in the maintenance of ſervants and cattle of all 


35 were ſo much loſt to the country; excluſive 
of this, the Pilgrims were put to great inconvenience 


in being obliged to travel on foot, beeauſe they were 


afraid to bring their tattoos and horſes in the Com- 


pany's Dominions, the e . 


their value. 


Ordered, that n diſinQion 8 be made 
between coming with or without an equipage, and | 
that only the duty authoriſed by Government, be de- 


manded, and that their baggage. and attendance, do 


| 28 and repaſs duty free. 


The Darogah of Marirbois repreſents that it- has 
always been cuſtomary, whenever a Dhamee (caft of 


Brahmins) betrothed his daughter, and afterwards - 
wiſhed to give her to another, to take a ſum of mo- 


ney from him for permiſſion to break the match, and 
requeſts to know whether this collection is to be con- 
nen an inſtance having lately occurred. W 


Ordered, that this euſtom be aboliſhed-as moſt: _ 


e to the liberty of the ſubject, and aig 655 


to Government. 


* 


The Darogah farther 3 that a collection 


has always been made on every child at the breaſt 


Fhoſp. mother haye come to perform the Pilgrimages 


© Ordered, that this be diſcontinued in future: © 


He alſo repreſents, that it has been SERGE. to 
collect 


= 


* — — 
"IC: 2 —— — 3 


— 


8 
collect a foarth, on the divifion of the diſputes among 


the above Dhamies relating to their Birt or wile n 
Doan for the ENCE. | 


4 


3 01 diſputes among perſons, of what- 
ever denomination, be brought into the Court of De- 
. wannee Adawlut, and that all fines are wn. unleſs, 
oe: impoſed by * | els fits. 
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© Ordered alſo, that the duty collected upon palan- 
J quins, hired at Gya by aged Tacthris pilgrims to_ 
WM 1 carry them to the pm N W by 1 


— Od 


= | And 3 that a duty had been eſtabliſhed 
1 dy one of the late Aumils on the indigent Fakars, who 
1 ö come to perform a ceremony called the Pirrd Butor, | 
4 - 1 or peas with ſand of the river, 


r 


2 444 At 
1 6ÿ— . ³%»— 00 e po the h 
wk ” * bs 4 8 
«WEN K 
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— 


of 20 that the fade be aboliſhed ; 9. only 10 
"AY | _ three hurgahs, and of no conſideration to Govern- 

1 ment, at the ſame time that it deprives the poor of 

=— ' the benefit of a ceremony, which it is equally incum- 


BEE Hd 
* 4 2 4 


14 bent on them to perform, as well as thoſe in 150 h 2 | 
5 1 _ - rank of life, 
; 6 bs appears alſo, that notwithſtanding the repeated 


= Fo -  - prohibitions of the honourable Board, no leſs than 

| is twelve Rahdarry Chekies exiſt within ten miles © ad 
7, Gya, where all-byeparries and merchants paſſing were 
1 obliged either to ſell their goods and buy others, that 


2 


* 


. Apia their inclinagon. 


Ei 1 | 
the Aumil might have the advantage of the duties: 2 0 

or if this was diſpenſed-with, that a ſum was collected N | 
upon each bullock, cither for permiſſion to let them | 
paſs, or under pretence. of wann their property at 
, bs: rag as 855 „ ; 1 1 


5 a 


It is needleſs to mention, 1 fach exactions are bk { 
the cauſe of the deſtruction of the inland trade; pre- 1 
vent the circulation. of ſpecie throughout the pro èĩ? 
vinces, and account for the high price which grain =. 0 
bears in particular parts, from the inability of byepar- | "LY 
ries to tranſport :he overplus of the fertile diſtricts 8 2 
where the crops have failed. 5 


; Ordered, that hs be enn and that the Pe | 5 
parries have permiſſion to paſs and repaſs, as well aa . 
remain in the city, without paying any unauthoriſed  - £08 
duties, or being compelled to ſell their merchandize | | 

ä a | 


Fe or the encopragement of the cloth manufaQtory, | 7 } 


Ordered, that the market duties be reduced ta ous 1 
. | ME EL S- : - 
_ Ordered, that the extra ruſſoon of 12 daums upon 5 
each jalty pilgrim, eſtabliſhed by the Dumburſing, the . | 
rate renter of MY on the part of Kullubally Beg, be 3 
aboliſhed. W 


Ordered, that certain ſalamies, paid by ſome of the 
inhabitants toevery nexf Aumil, be aboliſhed. 


| Ordered, : 
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| . . Ordered; FO the bobs of exacling aujighanah 8 

1 Hibetity, bes aboliſhed; and that no duſtucks tor 
der whatever, be iſſued by the inhabitagts, except 
7 E . 
Ocdered * Pe the encouragement of hopkeepers ES 


4 de a ye eins 
b GR IM 
Ke -- 5 W e e e be . 
tte Honourable Court of Directors; written ie - . 
8 5 of the Honourable Stan of Control : "res 
7 E Wap 22 nba 1 eee of . eb 
* duties and taxes whatever, with ee, 5 
WOT Sn 5 ing them from the landhblders 3 z And having ee; 5 
11 « from the details on your! piotbedings, theenoratbus FX 
d Gextenrand complication'of the abuſes and oppreſfons 
© 4 committed under ſuch names, we ate of opinion 
e that you ated wiſely, as well as Tiberally, in pro- 
| . ceeding to the entire abolition of thele inſtruments * "oþ 
| See OP e e \ 


5 ; s It was originally the Totention of Govetement to have made 2 1 5 ED. 8 
bettlement for ten years, without ſeparating the Ar. or power * 

| 2 ation, from the Aumils; 2d "the reader wilt judge howihe 8 KY e 

Fania ects wits have cpafitmed!themfelycs during that period 5 . 


— 8 mare of che ſabject, =; xoler to * — | 8 75 
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